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Tested by: Paul Norman | Miles ridden: 365 | 
Size tested: L | Weight: 8.09kg/17.84lb

Wilier GTR Team 
Endurance Athena 
£1,999

ilier has been 
making bikes — 
save for a hiatus 

in the 1950s and 60s — since 
1906. It added the Triestina to 
its name following the libera-
tion of Trieste by troops riding 
its bikes in the First World 
War. For a lot of that time 

it’s been involved in racing, 
with two Giro d’Italia wins 
and Marco Pantani’s fastest 
ever ascent of Alpe d’Huez 
among its palmares.

It’s had a GTR in 
its range for some 
time, but this year is 
offering a number 
of new bikes under 
the name. These 
differ in geometry, 
with the GTR Race 
having a lower riding 
position, while the 
GTR Endurance is a 
bit more upright.

The GTR is also 
offered in two grades 
of carbon: the SL and 
the Team, the latter being 
a couple of hundred grams 
heavier. And there’s a disc 
version plus the older GTR 
Classic to complete the range.

The frame
Wilier claims a weight of 1,190 
grams for the GTR Endurance 
frame. It follows the modern 
trends of a wide down 
tube and bottom bracket, 
asymmetric chainstays and 
clearance for 28mm tyres. Its 
cables are internally routed 
and it can be converted to 
electronic shifting.

Wilier puts great store on 
the robustness of the head 
tube and its junction to the 
fork and its entire range, 
including the GTR, is over-
built in this area to ensure 
good tracking. The fork is 
all carbon and has Kammtail 

section legs to improve 
its aerodynamics.

Specifi cation
The spec is as Italian as can 
be, with a full Campagnolo 
Athena groupset with an alloy 
50/34 compact chainset and 
a 12-29 cassette. The Wilier 
also rolls on a Campagnolo 
Zonda wheelset, with its 
distinctive clustered spoking 
in the rear wheel and milling 
between the spokes to reduce 
weight. The alloy fi nishing kit 
comes from FSA and there’s 
a Selle Italia saddle. And to 

complete the Italian theme 
there are Vittoria Zaffi ro Pro 
25mm tyres.

For those who prefer 
Shimano, there is an Ultegra 
build of the GTR Endurance 
available for £1,650, while 
the GTR SL range goes up 
to £3,000 with Dura-Ace or 
Chorus and there are 
custom-build options too.

Ride
For its price the Wilier is a 
light bike and this is refl ected 
in the lively ride. It accelerates 
well and feels like a bike 
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SIZE TESTED: L
A B C D E F G H

53.7cm 73˚ 72˚ 16.6cm 38.3cm 40.8cm 56.9cm 100.5cm

Distributor www.atb-sales.co.uk
Frame GTR Team Endurance carbon
Fork All carbon 
Size range XS-XXL
Weight (without pedals): 8.09kg/17.84lb
Groupset Campagnolo Athena 11sp
Alterations None
Gear ratios 12-29t, 50/34t
Wheels Campagnolo Zonda
Tyres Vittoria Zaffi ro Pro, 25mm
Bar FSA Omega Compact, alloy
Stem FSA OS168, alloy
Seatpost FSA alloy, 27.2mm
Saddle Selle Italia X1

Wilier GTR Team Endurance 
Athena £1,999.00

Ride � � � � � � � � � � 9/10

Value � � � � � � � � � � 9/10

Specification � � � � � � � � � � 8/10

Frame � � � � � � � � � � 9/10
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which needs to be ridden 
with some urgency. Even 
in Endurance geometry it 
feels fast but without being 
twitchy; and I ticked along at 
a good rate on the flat.

Hitting the hills, I could 
feel that lack of weight again 
and was able to climb steep 
ascents with ease — indeed to 
such an extent that I was half 
way up a 15 per cent gradient 
before realising that there was 
another gear left in the box. 
The GTR also descends well 
with a confidence-inspiring 
ride at speed.

Verdict 
There is much 
competition at the £2,000 
price point, with some 
excellent offerings from 
more mainstream brands. 
But the Wilier really 
does hold its own in this 
company. It’s great fun to 
ride and encourages you 
to push yourself that bit 
harder, but without being 
a handful to pilot. And 
the all-Italian spec will 
definitely appeal to those 
looking for a Campagnolo-
equipped ride with a bit of 
Italian flair.

The Zonda wheelset 
is enjoyable to ride and 
should prove good for 
many miles, while the 
Athena groupset provides 
the shifting performance 
of Campagnolo’s high-
er-end groupsets along 
with 11-speed shifting. 
You don’t get the crawl-
er gear options with 

For
 Engaging ride
 All-Italian spec
 Quality components

Against
 Brake hoods are not the 
most comfortable
 Slightly sub-par tyres

9

Campagnolo that are 
increasingly available 
with Shimano and SRAM 
groupsets, but I didn’t 
find that an issue even on 
steeper ascents.

It’s good to see a quality 
brand, which sells via 
retail stores, provide a 
bike that is a bit different 
from the mainstream. The 
GTR’s price is competitive 
with other brands’ 
offerings, 
it offers a 
quality ride 
and the kudos 
of a Campag 
specification. 

I did find that I could induce 
some slip from the Zaffiro 
tyres on slicker, wet climbs 
though. A tyre upgrade would 
add some more grip.

The saddle and bars are 
comfortable for longer rides, 
although I did find the Athena 
levers and hoods slightly 
narrower and less padded than 
Shimano’s or SRAM’s, making 
them a bit more awkward to 
perch on for long periods.

Value
For £2,000, the GTR Team 
Endurance provides 

Head tube junction
is robust

Lever hoods are not the 
most comfortable

Quality 
groupset

something of a 
breath of fresh 

air: it just 
feels that bit 
different to 
other bikes 
out there at 
this price. 
Its quality 

frame is complemented by 
the Zonda wheels, which 
are lively, light and stiff, and 
really transfer the power to 
the road well. 

A full Campagnolo Athena 
groupset is also a bonus,  
providing consistent and 
quality shifting.
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